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Notes Of Interest

FP147 visits Keywadin Island

Florida Panther #147 is approaching 2 years old and, as is typical of dispersing aged

exploring some new territory.

west through Fakahatchee Strand Preserve State Park and Picayune Strand State Forest.

venturing west and eventually crossed south of
National Estuarine Reserve.

Baybés boAdsossomewhat

males, has been

Born in Big Cypress National Preserve, he gradually worked his way

He kept
US41 and west of CR951 and entered the Rookery Bay

Despite the name there is quite a lot of upland habitat within Rookery

surprising, given Rookery

develop ed Naples and the Gulf of Mexico) is the panther prey base in the form of deer and feral hogs.

It would seem the ideal place for a young male panther to hang out until he was ready to compete for

his own territory encompassing several females.

However, h is wandering spirit or curiosity (he is a

cat, after all) drove him to continue his westward adventure and in late January he swam across the

intracoastal waterway onto Keywadin Island.

The fact that he did this once was interesting in itself.

He must ha ve liked having his own subtropical island because he returned on two separate occasions

in February as well.
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Births

Five radiocollared panthers gave birth this quarter producing a total of 15 kittens; 9 males and 6
females. Three of the dens (FP6s 148, 110 and 113) were handl ed
(FP6s 124 and 93) were handl ed bryepdBsomelCypress Nati onal Prese

e FP148 . Jan 18. Picayune Strand State Forest. 1 male, 2 females. These kittens were not
found in the usual way. We thought FP148 may have been denning but s
the typical behaviors ass  ociated with having just given birth, namely remaining consistently at
the den site. ~ She was also in the company of a male on more than one occasion; again, not
so typical for a female with newborn kittens. We attempted to recollar her but once in the
tr ee it was obvious she was actively nursing (the nipples were enlarged and hair around them
was slicked down). Although it has never happened, our safety guidelines dictate that we not
capture any females with kittens less than a year old in case an unfore seen incident occurred
necessitating the removal of the mother. Therefore, we did not capture her. However, we

quickly returned to the site where the dogs Ahad Ajumped?o

abbreviated workup was done and transponder chips were inserted for future identification.
e FP124 . February 17. Big Cypress National Preserve. 2 males.
e FP93 . March8. Big Cypress National Preserve. 2 males, 1 female.
e FP110 . March 20. Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest. 2 males, 2 females.
e FP113 . March 25. Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge. 2 males, 1 female. FP113
showed us some more enlightening behavior with this den. After several days of #Anor
attendance she began hanging out with a male, FP154. She kept this up for 5 days a nd, as far
as we could tell, was not returning to care for the kittens. We kept a close watch on her
activities during this time. One of the prevailing theories out there as to why females with

kittens may do this is to prodteicngad htethe mdlfes pwhaogmby Kidlil
kittens, a behavior known as infanticide. Males occasionally kill kittens, especially ones that

are not their own, in order to perpetuate their own lineage.



