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Intr oduction

Duringthepast21years,116radio-collarecpantherdiave beenmonitoredin SouthFlorida
and over 100 kittens have beenmarked at the den. As pantherresearchentersits third
decadeyaluableinformationis beinggatheredaboutdistribution, habitatuse,andthe ef-
fectsof geneticintrogression.

Theoriesaboutpantherhealth,fecundity and habitatrequirementfferedin early pub-
lishedreportswere basedon muchsmallersamplesizesthanare currently available and
did nothave thebene t of informationgainedfrom geneticrestorationrecentreproductve
trendsandhabitatusepatterns.

A signi cant expansionof the pantherpopulationhasfollowed the introductionof eight
femalepantherdrom Texasinto the SouthFlorida genepool. Intercrosseganthersare
robustandreproductvely healthy occupying large areasof habitatdescribedn published
reportsasunsuitableor panthersThe succes®f geneticintrogressioris providing a new
benchmarkby which to evaluatethe restricteddistribution and low reproductve tness
obseredin Floridapanthergrior to 1995.

Resultsfrom the Field

Capture Efforts

TheFloridaFishandWildlife ConserationCommissions (FWC)twenty- rst capturesea-
sonbeganon November7, 2000, with the addition of #9541, a robust 95 Ib. female,in
EvergladesNationalPark (ENP). The FWC teamspent75 daysin recollaringl0 panthers,
capturingl2 new ones marking8 kittensat their dens,andrecapturingonepanthemwhose
radio-collarhadfailed (seeTables1-3,pp. 10-12).

As wasthe caselastyear we spenta major portion of our time, 56% (42 days),trying to
relocateandrecapturehreeof ten panthersvhoseradioshad malfunctioned.Our highest
priority wasTX105 in the ENP, andnine dayswereexpendedn herrecapture. Shespent
mostof hertime in aroadlessarea,andwe felt fortunateto recaptureneratall.

Twelve dayswerespentrying to recaptureét66-1. Herhomeranges onprivateland,where
we have no permissionfor accessso we huntedfor heron the adjoining Florida Panther
NationalWildlife Refuge(FPNWR),hopingsheandhertwo kittensmightcrosstheRefuge
boundary Although#66-1 did not returnto the Refuge ,we did capture ve new panthers
(#96,#97,#99,#105,and#106)duringthetwelve very productve daysspentthere.

Twenty-onedayswerespentin Big CypresdNationalPresere (BCNP)trying to recapture
#70:1, whosecollar hadfailed. Onceagain,we did not recover the pantherwith thefailed
radio, but we caughtnew panthers#102,#103,and#104andtreedthreeotheruncollared



juvenilesthatwe did not collar dueto heator otherrisk factors for atotal of six uncollared
panthergreedin twenty-onedaysin southerrBCNP

A total of tendayswerespenthuntingin northernBCNP conductingroutinesurwey work.
During thistime, threenew panthersverecollared:#98,#100,and#101.

Thisyearthe BCNP captureteamfoundtracksof afemalepanthelin the DeepLake Unit,
tracksof a femaleand one kitten in northwesternTurner River Unit, and also tracks of
a male panthersouthof US41in the Gum Slougharea. This male pantherwastreedon
Februaryl4, but wasnot collareddueto excessve heat.

Noteworthy Incidents

A milestonefor captureefforts wasreachedon January31 with the captureof our one-
hundredthpanthera 154 Ib. malewith a kinkedtail, a cowlick, onetesticle,anda heart
murmur (seeFigure 10). We caughtnine Florida panthersthis yearwith someof these
characteristicandicatingthatgeneticrestoratiorhasnotyetreachedheentirepopulation.
Thusfar, the Texascrossefiave notdisplayecheartmurmursor chryptorchidismandtheir
staminaandvigor areeasilydiscernibleduring capturegMcBride 2000).

The mostsigni cant eventof the year with the strongesimplicationsfor further panther
recovery, wasthe birth in May of four kittenssouthof US41to panthe#88-2. Thiswas
the rst denever recordedsouthof US41,andit con rmed Dr. Cunningharns earlierob-
senationof #88's pregnang.

Additionalinformationto supporthebene cialimpactsof genetiaestoratiorwasrecorded
on Novemberl5when#79, (male)wascapturedo replaceafailing radio-collar At that
time hewaselectro-ejaculatedy SmithsoniartheriogenologisDr. Jo GayleHoward,who

performedasemerexam. Shereportedhatthevolumeof #79's spermwasthreetimesthat

of a Florida panther spermmotility wastwice ashigh, percentagef normal spermwas
four timesgreaterandspermconcentratiorwasincreasedy afactorof ten(pers.comm.,
Drs. HowardandCunningham).

Ourcaptureseasomvasmarredby two capture-relateahjuries. Pantherst65-1 and#104x
sufferedbrokenlegsduring captureandwereremovedfor rehabilitation.Both have recor-
eredandare scheduledor returnto the wild in late Fall 2001. During his recuperation,
#65-1 alsounderwent spermevaluation.Resultswerecomparabléo thosefor #79,even
though#65 was undegoing the stressof captvity and numeroussuigical procedurego
repairhis brokenleg (Dr. Cunninghampers.comm.).

The captureseasorendedon April 12 with the additionof panthers#105and#106. Our
seasorstartedwith the captureof anew pantheronthe rst dayandendedwith the capture
of two new panthernthelastday.



Curr ent Veri able Population Sizeand Distrib ution

Theveri able numberof 78 panthergepresentshe highestpopulationthathasbeendoc-
umentedhusfar. It includescollaredanduncollared adultandsubadultpanthersit does
notincludekittensatthedensite,nordoesit includeextrapolations Panthersvhoseradios
have failed arestill retainedon the inventory asthey have not beenrecorered. Someof
thesepanthersnaybedead.

EvergladesNational Park
Numberof panthers 7
Six collaredpanthers:TX105, TX108, 85:x, 61r1, 941, 951; andoneuncollared
pantherseenfrom theair with 61¢1.

Big CypressNational Presewre southof US41
Numberof panthers 2
882, andanuncollaredmaletreedat Gum Slough.#88-> gave birth to 2 maleand
2 femalekittensin May.

Big CypressNational Presewe north of US41,south of I-75, including the DeeplLake
Unit
Numberof panthers 22
Eleven collared panthers:FP55, 704, 714, 791, 86r2, 87rx (with 3 juveniles
nearingdispersalage),91r2, 93x 75, FP102#103x, and104.,; andtracksof 8
uncollaredpanthersincludingjuveniles.

Big CypressNational Presere north of I-75 and Big CypressSeminolelndian Reser
vation
Numberof panthers 16
Twelve collaredpanthersiFP48, FP49,FP56, FP67,FP69, 73:1 (BCSIR),FP75
(privateland), 77gy with 2 juveniles,FP81,FP98,FP100,FP101. Tracksof anun-
collaredfemaleeastof Baker's Gradeand an uncollaredpantherseenfrom the air
westof Baker's Grade.

FakahatcheeStrand State Presere and PicayuneState Forest
Numberof panthers 6
Fourcollaredpanthers#83-x (with atleastl juvenile),FP54 , FP57, FP60,andan
uncollaredfemale.

Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge,Catherine Island and Smallwood
Numberof panthers 15
Eight collaredpanthersFP32,FP78(with 2 juveniles),66;, (northof Refuge with
2 juvenileswhen last seen),FP59,FP97,FP99,FP105,FP106;1 adult female, 1
juvenilemale,and1 juvenilefemaleat Paci ¢ Farms.

OK Sloughand adjacentprivate lands
Numberof panthers 6
Two collaredpanthers#65-,, #FP82(with 3 kittensin the den),andanuncollared
maleandan uncollaredfemalewith 1 or 2 juveniles. Both maleandfemaletracks
foundaslateasMay 2001.



Ouitliers
Numberof panthers 4
Cat sh Creek:FP62 (male,locationunknawn)
Sarasot&ounty: 1 uncollaredpanther
Crew Lands:1 uncollaredmale,1 uncollaredfemale
Corkscrev: Tracksof anuncollarednaleon Corkscrev SanctuaryMay 2001.

Total: 78 panthers

Collar hasquit.
In captvity, corvalescingfrom aninjury.

(Rangesof someresidentmalesoverlap Fakahatcheestrand, PantherRefugeand Bear
Island. Thesemaleswereassignedo a singleareato avoid countingthemtwice.)

Population Trends

Capture Succes®ate

Oneapproachhatmaybeusedto evaluatepanthepopulationtrendsis to examinetherate
of capturesuccessgor effort expendedduringthe period1981-20010ur huntingandcap-
ture methodologyhasremainedconsistenthroughoutthe past21 years. Eventhoughthe
panthemrojecthasbeendirectedby ve differentFWC sectionleaderswe arestill using
the samehoundsmenigdenticaltechniquesandevendescendantsf the original hounds.

Captureefforts beganin 1981in the Fakahatcheé&trandand later expandedto include
BCNR privateranchesENPR, andBCSIR.By 1990,no extensve pantheabitatsemained
unexploredandvery few panthergemaineduncollared(McBride 2000). Throughoutthe
period1990-1995the smallnumberof new panthersaddedto our sampleeachyearwere
primarily offspring of femalesalreadycollared(Figurel). Whenan effort wasmountedo
recover a pantherwhoseradio-collarhadfailed, it would eventuallyleadto the recapture
of thatindividual andto the unintentionaltreeingof a large numberof panthersalready
collared. Uncollaredpanthersvererarely treedduring theseefforts. Becausdemaleoft-
springgenerallyoccupy areasoverlappingheirmothershomerangewe shouldatthevery
leasthave caughtsurviving juvenilefemalesduringroutinecaptureor recollarefforts prior
to 1995. However, resultsof similar captureefforts after geneticrestorationbeganarein
sharpcontrastto thosebetween1981and1995. For example,while huntingfor a failed
radiothisyearin ENR, we capturecbnenew pantherwhile huntingfor afailedradioin FP-
NWR we caught ve new pantherswhile huntingfor afailedradioin BCNPR, we treedsix
uncollaredpantherswhile sureying Bearlslandandthe Addition Lands,we treedthree
new panthers.

Eventhoughsomeof our earliercaptureseasonsverethreetimesaslong asthey arenow,

andwe attemptedo capturevirtually every panthemwe could nd signof, it took usnine
captureseasonso collarthe rst 27 panthersin contrastjt hastakenusonly two capture
seasongo collar the last27. This yearwe actuallyendedour eld efforts with collared
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femalesaccompaniedby offspringthatwe madeno attemptto capture andsevenpanthers
with failedradio-collarghatwerenot hunted.
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Figurel. Yearlycountsof newly radio-collarecoanthers.

Population Growth Indicators

If capturesuccessatesoverthe past21 yearscanbe usedto evaluatepantherpopulation
trends,it is apparenthatthe SouthFlorida populationwasstaticbetween1981and1995,
andevendeclinedin someareagqe.g.,ENP andeasterrBig Cypress).Therewasno per
ceptibleimprovementin pantherdemographidrendsprior to the releaseof eightfemale
Texaspanthersn 1995.Between1995and2001,all signsindicatethatthe populationhas
beenincreasingWhile new uncollarecpanthersverecapturedatarateof onenew panther
perl4-21daysin theearlyyearsof our captureefforts, we arenow capturingnew panthers
atarateof onepanthemper4.62days.

Estimateghat rst andsecondyearkitten survival ratesprior to 1995were 80% andthat
the populationwasreproductvely healthy(Maehret al. 2001) cannotbe substantiatedy
captureresults.If indeedkittensweresurviving atsuchahighrate,we shouldhave encoun-
teredthemin the processof routinecaptureefforts justaswe do now. Furthermorepther
signsof anincreasingpopulationshouldhave becomeevident. Recentindicationsof an
expandingpanthempopulationnotobsenedprior to 1995, includeincreasedhighway mor-
tality, increasedlenning,evidenceof radio-collaregpantherausingwildlife crossingseast
of StateRoad?29, crossingof the CaloosahatcheRiver by threeradio-collaredpanthers,
andnotablyhighercapturesuccessates.



Habitat Use

The Role of Forests

Panthergdo notpursueandovertale their prey in anextendedchaseasdowolves.Instead,
they capturetheir prey afterashort,high-speedushfrom a concealegosition. To accom-
plish this, panthers|ik e all catsthat huntby stalkingor amhush, utilize coverin orderto
approactwithin striking distance(McBride 1976). Panthersalsoneedcover for densites.
Unlike wolvesandcoyotes,pantherslo not excavateor preparea den,but rely on natural
landscapdeaturesto concealtheir kittens. Over the hemispheriaangeand distribution
of panthersthe cover they utilize comesin mary forms: the tall grassof the Argentine
Pampasthethornscrubof southTexas,northeastermMexico, easterrBolivia andwestern
Paraguaythetreelesslesermountainf thesouthwestertnited Statesandnorthwestern
Mexico; the ooded wetlandsof the Venezuelahlanos;andtherimrock countryalongthe
escarpmentsf numerousnountainrangedrom Albertato Argentina.My experiencegap-
turing panthersn theseecosystembave corvincedme that, althoughpanthersdo well in
forestswith understorythe absencef forestis obviously not alimiting factor In Florida,
suitablecover for pantherss sometimedound beneatha forestcanopy in the form of a
denseunderstory However, not all Floridaforestshave this understorynor areall forests
in SouthFlorida frequentedby panthers.lt is the cover provided by the understorythat
panthersnd usefulin forestsratherthanthetrees.

South Florida Forests

An exampleof foreststhat are unsuitablefor pantheruseis the oak hammockscypress
domesandpine atw oodsnorthof BCSIRandeastof OK Slough.This areais dominated
by improvedpastureandlargeoakhammockghatareheavily grazedandusedfor shadeoy
cattle(Figure2). Eventhecypressdomesn this areaareabsenbf fernsandothernative

Figure2. Oakhammockwith no understorysurroundedy improvedpasture.
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groundcover. Theseparklike woodlandswhenseenin satellitephotos,mayseemsuitable
for panthers. However, whenviewed from groundlevel, it is obvious why panthersdo

not usethem. Telemetrydatapointsarerarein this area,even thoughresidentbreeding
populationsof panthersoccupy adjacentareas.A substantiabmountof the areanorth of

the CaloosahatcheRiver that appearsas pantherhabitatin satellitephotosfalls into the
cataeyory of forestwith no understory To furtherdiminishthe usefulnes®f thesetypesof

forestsfor panthersthe openingsconnectinghe hammocksarenot native pasturewith tall

prairie grasse®r sedgesput openbahia elds, whereit would be hardfor a golf ball to

hide,muchlessa panther

Corversely the areasouthof I-75, describedas unsuitablefor panthersbecauseof poor
soils and thinning forest cover (Maehr 1997), is actually a mosaicof forestwith dense
understoryand prairiesintersperseavith marshesandtreeislands(seeFigure 3). These
naturalprairies supportvegetationthat is tall enoughto obscurea panthers pro le and
furnishsufcient coverfor panthergo successfullystalkdeer particularlyunderthe cover
of darkness.

Figure3. Excellentpanthethabitat:forestwith densainderstoryn backgroundyvetprairie
in foreground,completewith willows andswamplilies (preferreddeerforage).

The importanceof BCNP prairiesto pantherprey hasbeencon rmed by recentdeersur
veys by helicopter As mary as241deerwerecountedduringatwo-hour ight over Wind-
mill Prairie,and121deerwerecountedduringasimilar ight overAirplanePrairie. These
prairies,eachcomprisingl1,000+acresaresurroundedby cypressstrandsanddottedwith
small treeislands. Panthertrackscan be found on a regular basisin the nearbystrands



andout in the prairieitself. Panther#93-x frequentshis areaandsometimespendshe
day on oneof the smalltreeislandsin the prairie (D. Jansenpers.comm.). Big Cypress
southof I-75 hasplenty of uplands,cypressstrands sloughs,andwet prairiesto furnish
suitablecover for panthersaandnaturalopeningdor their prey. ENPis anexcellentexam-
ple of a placewherepantherdive with evenlessforestcover thanis foundin Big Cypress
(Comisley etal., in review). Approximately30 panthersurrentlyoccupy southerrBCNP
andENP

Therecentincreasesn deerandpanthempopulationssouthof I-75 have takenplaceduring
what Big Cypresshydrologistsdescribeasthe wettestdecadeon recordsincethe estab-
lishmentof the Presere (B. Sobczakpers.comm). This increasas inconsistentvith the
uplandpreferencesittributedto theseanimals,which predictbene tsfrom droughtrather
thanhydration(Maehr2001).

Habitat Selection

A furtherillustration of panthers'diversehabitatuseoccurredthis yearwhentwo panther
denswerediscoveredin savgrass.The rst denwason the OK SloughWMA, hiddenin
asawvgrasssloughthatlay betweenwo oakhammocksThesehardwood hammocksvere
locatedapproximatelyl 00yardson eithersideof thesavgrassdensite,andeachhammock
containeca denseunderstoryof sawv palmetto.

The secondsavgrassdenwasfound in southernBig Cypresssouthof US41,100 yards
from a cypressstrandand50 yardsfrom anoak scrubwith palmettos Eventhoughforests
were available, neitherof thesepantherschoseforestfor their dens,but ratherchosethe
densewnegetationof savgrass.Coveris the essentiatlementn denselectionput suitable
coveris clearlynotrestrictedo forestedsites.

While theseexamplesdo not meanthat panthersseeksavgrassfor den sites, they are
excellentillustrationsof how panthersise,in oneway or anotheythe varioushabitattypes
within their homeranges.Theindividual component®f panthethabitatderive their value
from the surroundingsn whichthey occur A ve hectardreeislandin anaturalprairiein
Big Cypresscannotbe comparedn valuewith a similar treeislandin the centerof a sod
farm.

Otherpanthershave chosenow-lying areasover available uplandsfor homeranges.For

example, panther#91r, wasbornin BCNP southof 1-75. At dispersalage, shetwice

travelednorth of I-75 andinvestigatedBearlslandandthe Addition Lands.In bothcases,
after visiting an areathat containsmore uplandforestthanher natalrange,shereturned
to southernBig Cypressandestablisheca homerangethere. Whencapturedfor routine
recollaringon March 21, this catwasin excellentphysicalcondition(seeFigurel6, p. 22,

in Highlights section).

Panthergoutinely selecthabitattypesotherthanuplandsfor dayrestingsitesandhunting
grounds.After dispersingnorth of the CaloosahatcheRiver, panthertFP62remainedor
over a yearin an areathat was a mosaicof bay swamp, oak scrub, palmetto,and pine
atw oods(Lake WalesRidge ecosystem)In additionto the tri-weekly telemetry ights,
#FP62wasmonitoredcloselyfor overayearby two FWCbiologistsusinggroundtracking.
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It wasfoundthat#FP62spentthe majority of histime in acool andisolatediow-lying bay
swamp ratherthanin the adjacenthigh-and-dryscruband pine atw oods (Belden eld
notes McBride eld notes).

Thesetwo examplesindicatethereare otherfactorsat work in panthers'choiceof home
rangesatherthanthe amountof uplandhabitatsavailableto them. As Beldenandothers
haveindicated panthersisethe spectrunof habitatsavailableto them(Beldenetal. 1988,
BeldenandHagedornl993,Dixon 1982). The conceptthatthe distribution of panthersn

SouthFlorida hasbeenlimited by the amountof uplandhabitat(i.e., pine atw oodsand
hardwood hammocks)s not supportedby eld obsenationsor by the recentpatternof

populationexpansion.

Conclusion

Over the pasttwenty-oneyears,we have learneda lot aboutpanthersn Florida, at great
public expenseand with no small effort from a group of dedicatedresearchersPutting
thatknowledgeto work hasled to a programto restorethe geneticviability of the panther
Recentdemographidrendsaccompaping geneticrestorationlend supportto the theory
that the restricteddistribution and low reproductve tness obsered in Florida panthers
may be attributedmoreto alossof geneticvariability thanto unsuitabilityof habitat.

Evaluationof capturesuccessatescon rms otherindicationsthatthe pantherpopulation
was static or declining between1981 and 1995. The sametechniqueindicatesa suige

in the populationsince1995. The currentexpandeddistribution shows that panthersare

now usinga broaderspectrunof SouthFlorida habitats.Monitoring with radio-telemetry
andgroundtrackingindicatesthat pantherdn a naturallandscapeaiseor bene t from the

varioushabitattypesfoundwithin theirhomeranges.

Thevariousagenciesnvolvedin panthemrecovery have taken positive stepsin anattempt
to improve conditionsfor panthers. The FWC hasimplementedgeneticrestoration- a
groundbreakingapproachto endangeredpeciesecovery that offers hopefor otheriso-
latedandthreateneghopulationsthe NPShasremovedover 500 squatteicampsn BCNP;
the DOT hasconstructedh highly successfusystemof wildlife underpasseshe FWC has
prohibitedthe useof dogsin the generalgun seasonORV usehasbeenrestrictedto des-
ignatedtrails by NPS;exotic vegetationis beingremovedin ENPandBCNP; FPNWRhas
established burn programandhabitatmanagementodelthat otheragenciesanaspire
to. Clearly the greatestchallengefor the future is the implementationof a plan to pro-
tect pantherhabitat. Thusfar, a workablestratgy hasprovento be moreelusive thanthe
Floridapanther



Table 1. Newly radio-collared panthers.

Capture Weight
Panther| Sex Date Age Parents | Location| (Ibs.)
95r1 F 11/07/00| 2.75yrs. | TX108,FP16] ENP 95
FP96 | M | 01/07/01| 9mos. FP78,uk | FPNWR 54
FP97 M | 01/19/01| 11mos. uk FPNWR 60
FP98 | M | 01/25/01| 2.5-3yrs. uk NBCNP | 130
FP99 M | 01/26/01| 11-12mos. uk FPNWR 64
FP100 | M | 01/31/01| 4.5yrs. uk NBCNP | 154
FP101 | F 02/05/01| 20mos. uk NBCNP 56
FP102 | F 02/20/01 3yrs. FP55,uk SBCNP 68
103« | F 03/13/01| 11-12mos.| FP102,uk | SBCNP 45
104, | M | 04/02/01| 6.5mos. uk SBCNP 50
FP105 | F 04/12/01 6 yrs. uk FPNWR 90
FP106 | F 04/12/01| 12-13mos.| FP105,uk | FPNWR 68

Note: FP denoted-lorida panther;F 1 denoted=PxTX; F2 denoted=1xF1; FX denotes
othercrossesuk = unknawn.

Geneticancestryis bestguesgendinggeneticanalysis.
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Table 2. Allocation of time amongcapture seasortasks.

Tasks Numberof panthers| Captureteamdays
Scheduledecollars 10 20
Collar malfunctions 10/3/1% 42
New

adultscollared 6 9
New

juvenilescollared 6 13
Kittensmarked 8 3
Accidentaltreeing

of collaredpanthers 62 0d
Panthershandled 31 75

1 10collarshave failed, 3 werehunted,1 captured.
2 treedbut nothandled.
3 someactiities accomplishedncidentalto otherpursuits.
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Table 3. Allocation of capture seasordaysby task/ by region.

Total Taskscompleted

days | scheduled failed | marking | hunting | accidnt.
Region spent| recollars | collars | new cats| dens | treeing
ENP 15 1 1 1 3
BCNP1 1 1
BCNP2 25 2 3 1 3
BCNP3 10 3
FPNWR 16 2 5
FSSP 3 2
BCSIR 0 1
Privateland | 4 1
OK
Slough 1 1
TOTAL 75 10 1 12 2 6

BCNP1= BCNPsouthof US41
BCNP2= BCNPsouthof I-75 andnorthof US41
BCNP3= BCNPnorthof I-75
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Highlights of Field Work

November7 — Firstdayof captureseason addednhew panthei#95:1 to thesample
of panthersn ENP. Shewastreedin easterrLong PineKey. Captureweight: 95 Ib.
Age: 32mos.Dam: TX108. Sire: FP16.

November 8 — Accidently treedTX108 nearPine GladesLake (ENP). Condition
appearedo befair.

November 13— AccidentallytreedTX108 againnearMud Rd. (ENP).

November 15 — Changedradio-collaron #7941, male,in BCNP (Figure4). He
was electro-ejaculatedand Dr. Jo Gayle Howard performedthe semenexam. Dr.
Howard reportedthat the volume of #79's spermwasthreetimesthat of a Florida
panthey spermmotility was twice as high, percentagef normal spermwas four
timesgreaterandspermconcentrationvasincreasedy afactorof ten(pers.comm.,
Drs.HowardandCunningham).

Figure4. Dr. JoGayleHowardchecksspermcounton #791.

13



November 17 — Changectollar on #65-1 on privateland. During capture#65-1's
leg wasbroken (Figureb).

Figure5: #65:-1 getsairlift to hospital.

November 24 — Accidentallytreed#94¢, in ENP while searchingior her mother
TX105,whoseradiohadfailed.

Decemberl — TreedTX105in ENPandreplacedcherfailedradio-collar

14



January 3 — Threenew kittensmarked at OK Slough,1 maleand2 females.Off-
springof #FP82.Denwasin savgrasyFigure6).

Figure6: Kittensof #FP82in savgrassdenin OK Slough.Photoby David Shindle.
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January 7 — Capturednewv panther#FP96,male,on Cochranislandin FPNWR.
Weight: 54 Ibs. Sonof #FP78. Age: 9 months,but still had kitten teethand no
descendetksticlegFigure7).

Figure7: #FP96peersdown from low oaktree.

January 12— Recollared®2r, maleon northeastermwornerof Fakahatche&trand.
Weight: 103lbs. Age: 19 months.Hadbeenin a ght with #FP59.Sire: 79-,. Dam:

70e1.

January 15— Recollare®0r2, male,on Seminolelndian Reseration. Weight: 93
Ibs. Age: 19 months.Sire: 79%1. Dam: 71¢1. Goodcondition.

January 19 — Capturednewn panther#FP97(male) on FPNWR. Weight: 60 Ibs.
Age: 11 mos.Parentsunknown (Figure8).
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Figure8. #FP97presentdlif cult shotfor dart.

January 25— Capturednew panthe#FP98 male. Age: 3 years.Weight: 1301bs.
Caughton northeastersideof Bearlsland,BCNP (Figure9).

Figure9. #FP98getsthedartin Bearlsland,BCNP.

January 26— Capturechewn pantheFP99 male,on FPNWRwestof SR29.Age:
11-12months.Brotherto #FP97.
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January 31— Capturechew panthe##FP100male.Weight1541bs. Age: 4.5years.
Onetesticle,heartmurmur Caught0.5 miles southof Big CypressSeminolelndian
Reserationon BCNP Addition Lands(Figures10-13).

Figurel0.#FP100a1541b. malewith kinkedtail, cowlick, onetesticleandheart
murmut

Figurell. #100with dartin place.
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Figurel2. #FP100displaysthe characteristiscarsof a breedingagemale.

Figurel3. David putsin thetattooon #FP100.
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February 5 — Capturednew panther#FP101,female,on BCNP Addition Lands.
Weight56 Ibs. Approximateage:1.5years(Figurel4).

Figurel4: #FP101dispersingagefemale,northernBCNP,

February 7 — Founddenof #87rx - 3 kittens: 2 malesand1 female.Locatedabout
3 milesnorthof OasisVisitor Centerin BCNP

20



February 13— Rosiegetscaughtby alligator, but escape§Figurel5). Threepanther
dogswerekilled this yearby alligators.

Figurel5: RosieescapeslligatorandDr. Mark cleansoutthewound.

February 15— RecollaredtFP59male,on FPNWR.
February 19— Accidentallytreed#79-1 in BCNP,

February 20— Treedtwo new panthersn TurnerRiver Strand(BCNP)andcollared
oneof them,#FP102.Transpondescanidenti ed herasthedaughteiof #FP55.She
weighed68 Ibs. andwas3 yearsold.

February 26— Changedadio-collaron#85-x, male,in ENP. Weighed110lbs and
was?2 yearsold.

February 27— Changedadio-collaron#86¢,, female,in BCNP. Weight: 58 Ibs.
February 28— Changedadio-collaron #88-2, female,in BCNP. Weight: 85 Ibs.

March 7 — Accidentallytreed#FP55in BCNP In the p.m. changedhe radio on
#831 in the Fakahatche&trand.Weight: 88 Ibs. Oneuncollaredkitten of #83was
treedbut not collaredduringthe endeaor.
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March 13— Collarednew panthe#103x, daughterof #FP102.Treedin Monroe
Strand northeasbtf MonumentLake, BCNP. Weight45Ibs. Age: 11-12months.

March 14— Treeduncollaredyearlingin TurnerRiver Strand BCNP. Thoughtto be
offspringof #70-1 Not collaredbecaus®f heat.Estimatedwveight: 40-45Ibs.

March 17— Two kittensmarkedatdenof TX106 on FPNWR:1 male,1 female.

March 21— Recollared#91r, in BCNP nearOsceolaHammock. Weight: 74 Ibs.
(Figurel6).

Figurel6: #91-» patientlyawaitsroutinechangingof the collar (BCNP).

April 3 — Capturednewn panther#104x in TurnerRiver Strand,BCNP. Thought
to beyearlingmaleoffspring of #70-,. Sufferedbrokenleg during captureandwas
takeninto captvity for recovery.
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April 12— Lastdayof captureseasongcaught2 new panthersn FPNWR.#FP105
wasanadultfemale,weight90 Ibs. Also capturecherdaughter#FP106(68 Ibs.,13

monthsold). Their family groupalsoincludestwo malekittens,#FP97and#FP99
(Figures17-18).

Figurel7. Lastdayof captureseason#FP105and#FP106getthe workup.

Figurel8. Dr. Mark checksrregularheartbeaton #FP105.
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